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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 

Deputy State Epidemiologist, Communicable and Environmental Disease Services, 
Tennessee Department of Health, Nashville, TN (2010-present) 

State Public Health Veterinarian, Communicable and Environmental Disease Services, 
Tennessee Department of Health, Nashville, TN (2007-present) 

Director, Foodborne, Vectorborne, and Zoonotic Diseases, Communicable and 
Environmental Disease Services, Tennessee Department of Health, Nashville, TN 
(2007-present) 

• Principal Investigator and Director, Integrated Food Safety Center of Excellence
• Principal Investigator, Foodborne Diseases Active Surveillance Network (FoodNet)
• Principal Investigator, Environmental Health Specialists Network, Food and Water
• Principal Investigator, FoodCORE

Adjunct Professor, Department of Comparative Medicine, University of Tennessee College 
of Veterinary Medicine, Knoxville, TN (2007-present) 

Assistant Clinical Professor of Preventive Medicine, Department of Preventive 
Medicine, Vanderbilt University School of Medicine, Nashville, TN (2005-present) 

Medical Epidemiologist, Lieutenant Commander, United States Public Health 
Service assigned as Career Epidemiology Field Officer from the CDC Coordinating 
Office for Terrorism Preparedness and Emergency Response to the Tennessee 
Department of Health, Nashville, TN (June 2005-July 2007)  

mailto:jp_dunn@comcast.net


Epidemic Intelligence Service Officer, Lieutenant Commander, United States Public Health  
Service assigned to FoodNet / NARMS, Foodborne and Diarrheal Diseases Branch, 
Division of Bacterial and Mycotic Diseases, National Center for Infectious Diseases, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta, GA (July 2003- June 2005) 

 
• Responded to domestic and international health emergencies involving foodborne 

illnesses. Communication and joint investigation with USDA-FSIS and FDA-CFSAN. 
• Conducted collaborative project with the World Health Organization to develop 

laboratory-based surveillance programs and outbreak investigation training in Fiji.  
• Responded to national requests for consultation regarding the recognition, management, 

and epidemiologic investigation of botulism. Evaluated bioterrorism risk and authorized 
release of antitoxin from national quarantine stations.  

• Conducted applied epidemiologic research on pre-harvest food safety, foodborne 
diseases and antibiotic resistance.  

  
EDUCATION: 
 
Louisiana State University Doctor of Philosophy (Epidemiology)  2003 
Louisiana State University Doctor of Veterinary Medicine  1997 
Louisiana State University Bachelor of Science    1991 
 
 
AWARDS AND ACTIVITIES: 
 
June 2014- Leveraging Collaboration Award presented by the Food & Drug Administration as  

part of the FDA & State Emergency Assessment/Response Team for outstanding 
performance protecting public health through rapid response and follow up of 
emergencies 

 
August 2011- present, Instructor, Louisiana State University, National Center for  

Biomedical Research and Training, Team Approach to Foodborne Disease Investigation 
 
April 2011- present, Member, Council to Improve Foodborne Outbreak Response  

(CIFOR), Industry Working Group member 
 
December 2010-present, Chairman, Tennessee Food Safety Taskforce, Nashville, TN 
 
April 2010, Foodborne Disease Outbreak Detection and Investigation Training Workshop,  

Guangdong Provincial Center for Disease Control and Prevention / CDC International 
Emerging Infections Program, Guangzhou, Guangdong Provice, PR China. 

 
July 2009 – July 2010, Scientific Program Committee Member, International Conference on  

Emerging Infectious Diseases, July 11-14, 2010, Atlanta, GA  
 
April 2008, 2007 James H. Steele Veterinary Public Health Award, Presented at the 2008  

Epidemic Intelligence Service Conference, Atlanta, GA 
  
July 2007 - present, Committee Co-Chair, National Association of State Public Health 

Veterinarians Compendium of Measures To Prevent Disease Associated with Animals in  
Public Settings 
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